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Claims 1 1-29 are a^oed. 

REMARKS 

Claims 11-29.are pending in the application. Claims 1-10 have been cancelled. 

Specification 

The information relating to cross-reference to related applications contained in the 
specification as filed is incorrect. According to the Decision on Petition under 37 CFR 
1 .137(b) dated August 6, 2002, the present application is a continuation application of the 
international application PCT/IB00/O1369 filed September 27, 2000. The international 
application claims priority of the prior Swiss application 1 1 788/99 filed 27 September 1 999. 

A certified copy of the Swiss priority document will be submitted at a later date in 
order to perfect the claim of priority. 

REJECTIONS 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 112 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, 2nd paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention because the method of claim 1 describes a desired result. 
Moreover claim 1 stands rejected as lacking antecedent basis for several terms. 

Claim 1 has been cancelled and rn its place new claim 11 is submitted. New claim 
1 now sets forth three method steps : 

a) providing a three-dimensional mat system; 

b) infiltrating an aggregate into the three-dimensional mat system; 

c) positioning, in accordance with desired performance properties of the 
concrete member, the aggregate within the mat system according to aggregate size at 
desired locations In a three-dimensional arrangement determined by the mesh width of the 
mesh layers by sieving the aggregate through the meshes of the mesh layers. 

The new claim 11 thus clearly describes several method steps for producing the 
concrete member. Also, antecedent basis has been provided for the terms in question. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 5-10 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
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because of multiple dependency issues. The claims have been cancelled and the newly 
submitted claims no longer contains any multiple dependency. 

It is therefore respectfully requested that all claims be examined. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102 

Claims 1-4 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
553,305 (Fortfyce). 

The new claim 1 1 now claims a method of producing a micro-reinforced concrete 
member with the following steps: 

a) providing a three-dimensional mat system comprising mesh layers having 
meshes of a varying mesh width, wherein the mesh layers are arranged such that the 
meshes of the mesh layers vary at least in one of a horizontal direction and a vertical 
direction of the three-dimensional mat system; 

b) infiltrating an aggregate into the three-dimensional mat system; 

c) positioning, in accordance with desired performance properties of the 
concrete member, the aggregate in the three-dimensional mat system according to 
aggregate size at desired locations in a three-dimensional arrangement determined by the 
mesh width of the mesh layers by sieving the aggregate through the meshes of the mesh 
layers. 

The gist of the invention is that by providing a three-dimensional mat system of 
mesh layers having meshes of varying width, the aggregate can be positioned in the three- 
dimensional mat system according to the aggregate size at desired locations determined 
by the mash width of the mash layers in that the aggregate is sieved through the three- 
dimensional mat system and its meshes. The mat system with its three-dimensional 
arrangement of meshes provides a means for positioning the aggregate precisely at 
predetermined locations and, accordingly, the concrete member based on the placement 
of the aggregate can be adjusted with respect to the material performance of the concrete 
member in regard to load capacity, density, durability, ductility, impact resistance, torsion, 
rotation, crack control connectivity, energy absorption etc. 

The cited prior art reference Fordyce describes a skeleton for fireproof building 
construction, wherein the skeleton is to be filled with plaster. Even though the disclosure 
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of this prior art reference shows in Fig. 10 a fine mesh b and a coarse mesh B, the entire 
disclosure is silent in regard to positioning of aggregate according to aggregate size by 
means of sieving through the dffferent meshes. 

First of all, the prior art reference dealt with plaster Plaster is fundamentally 
different from concrete in that it does not contair 
proportions), i.e., particles of greatly varying 



n aggregate (sand and gravel in different 
sizes. Plaster (see attached definition 



according to Merriam-Webster Online Dictionary) is a pasty composition of lime, water, and 
sand that hardens on drying and Is used for coa ing walls, ceilings and partitions. Plaster 
cannot be used as a load bearing member; its only use is that of a finishing coat. Plaster, 
as a function of its composition, is a uniform pfisty mass without having greatly varying 
aggregate particles contained therein. 

Concrete, on the other hand, is a hard strong building material made by mixing a 
cementing material (Portland cement) and mineral aggregate, i.e, sand and gravel, so that 
the cement can set and bind the entire mass (see attached definition of Merriam-Webster 
Online Dictionary). Specifically, concrete Is made 
aggregate, comprising three parts sand and two )arts gravel, and 20 % by volume cement. 
This provides a flowable mass that hardens o a strong load-bearing material. See 
enclosed copy of Chambers: Dictionary of Sckmce and Technology (1999), page 190; 
here, the particulars of cement and concrete an * explained. 

Thus, based on the different types of mai erial plaster vs. concrete, the skeleton of 
the prior art and the mat system of the present intention provide different functions. The 
skeleton of the prior art provides simply a reinforcement of the plaster (see page 2, lines 



14 to 16, where it is stated that the skeleton se 
Also, it Is clearly stated that the different mesh 



case of the wider meshes, to easily spread the pi aster and to ensure uniform settling of the 



plaster while the finer meshes retain the bulk of 



the plaster will pass through the meshes of tho sides making available portions of the 



plaster for smoothing the surfaces. This is desci 
line 6. Since plaster is a uniform pasty mass, 



positioned precisely within the three-dimensional mat system. The plaster has a uniform 
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appearance as clearly evidenced by the various drawings of the prior art reference. 

On the other hand, concrete, as is well illustrated in the schematic provided in 
Chambers, contains aggregate of vastly different sizes and this, in combination with the 
three-dimensional mat system of the mesh layers having varying mesh widths allows for 
positioning of aggregate at certain locations within the concrete member in accordance 
with the distribution of the mesh widths provided in the mat system. 

The concept of aggregate distribution across a cross-section of the concrete 
member that is made possible by the arrangement of mesh layers of varying mesh width 
is not taught or suggested by the cited prior art reference, particularly, since, firstly, the 
material used for filling the skeleton has no variation in the particle size (only sand is used 
in plaster) so that there is nothing to be sieved or positioned at particular locations (page 
2, lines 51-57, describes that the plaster passes readily through the coarse meshes and 
is caught by the side piece where the finer mesh only allows a small quantity of the plaster 
to pass through, i.e., the side pieces b are retainers) and, secondly, the skeleton is 
provided, as stated in the prior art reference, simply as a structural support. 

The present invention provides a sieving (or screening) action for the aggregate by 
means of the three-dimensional mat system comprised of mesh layers having varying 
mesh widths so that the individual mesh layers of the mat system act as a template to 
precisely place the aggregate according to size in the three-dimensional mat structure. 

The mat system has several functions: it is a sieve for positioning the aggregate; it 
acts as a micro-reinforcement; and it provides a template for positioning the aggregate. 

The concrete members manufactured according to the present invention enable for 
the first time a three-dimensional stiffness control in a single concrete member by means 
of the sieving action of the mat system since the mat system with its varying mesh widths 
allows a precise positioning of the aggregate at desired locations according to size so that 
within the cross-section of the concrete member high resistance in compression zones and 
elastic performance in the tension zones can be produced as desired. This allows a multi- 
functional multi-layer concrete member that can be manufactured to be very slim (0.5 to 
4 Inches). 

The distribution of coarse aggregate, retained by a mesh layer of a small mesh 
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diameter, within one layer of the concrete member provides, for example, a modulus of 
elasticity of 50,000 MPa, while a zone created by a medium mesh width retaining medium 
size aggregate provides a modulus of elasticity of 35,000 MPa, and a modulus of elasticity 
of a fine layer created by large mesh width creates a concrete containing fine sand and 
thus a layer having a modulus of elasticity of 20,000 MPa. Such arrangements are 
illustrated in the drawings Figs. 9, 10, 11, 12 of the present application. 

In summarizing the above, the reference Fordyco does not claim any particular 
sieving effect and distribution of the aggregate across the cross-section of the member 
since plaster contains only uniform sand. The present invention enables positioning of 
coarse aggregate in the compression zone and a fine sand zone in the tension zone thus 
optimizing in a simple way the performance of the concrete member. The precise 
positioning by means of the sieving action allows for variation of stiffness across the cross- 
section. The concrete members manufactured according to the invention therefore can 
provide high stiffness {modules of elasticity) in the compression zone and lower stiffness 
in the tension zone. Bending tests have demonstrated that the strain in the compressions 
zone is always smaller than the strain in the tension zone. The variation of stiffness allows 
an adjustment of the materia! performance to the real load conditions and deformations. 
This means that in the compression zone the resistance is increased and in the tension 
zone the material stays uncracked until the ultimate limit state. 

Therefore, the inventive feature of positioning the aggregate according to aggregate 
stze within the three-dimensional mat system at desired locations in a three-dimensional 
arrangement determined by the mesh width of the mesh layers by sieving the aggregate 
through the meshes of the mesh layers is not taught or suggested by the prior art reference 
Fordyce. 

Claim 1 1 and its dependent claims are therefore believed to be allowable. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that this application is now in condition for 
allowance and such allowance is respectfully solicited. 

Please note the attached Revocation of Power of Attorney and new Power of 
Attorney and Authorization of Agent submitted herewith. Please direct all future 
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correspondence to the address associated with the provided customer number on 
the form Power of Attorney and Authorization of Agent 

Should the Examiner have any further objections or suggestions, the undersigned 
would appreciate a phone call or e-mail from the examiner to discuss appropriate 
amendments to place the application into condition for allowance. 

Authorization is herewith given to charge any fees or any shortages in any fees 
required during prosecution of this application and not paid by other means to Patent and 
Trademark Office deposit account 50-1 199. 



GEH 

End.: new claims 1 1-29 (3 sheets); 

new paragraph page 1 (1 sheet); 

copies Merriam Webster Online Dictionary "plaster" and "concrete" (2 sheets) 

copies Chambers: Dictionary of Science and Technology - page 190 (2 sheets) 

time extension petition (1 sheet) 

Power of Attorney (1 sheet) 

Revocation of Power of Attorney (1 sheet) 



1 Respectfully submitted on June 6. 2003 . 




Ms. Gydrun E. Huckett, Ph.D. 
Patent Agent, Registration No. 35,747 
LSnsstr. 53 
42289 Wuppertal 
GERMANY 

Telephone: +49-202-257-0371 
Facsimile: +49-202-257-0372 
gudrun, huckett@t-online.de 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



OCT 1 7 2003 
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NEW CLAIMS 11 -2d 



\ 



11. A method of producing a microreinforced concrete member for erection of 
loaded and/or impervious structures, the method comprising the steps of: 

a) providing a three-dimensional mat system comprising mesh layers having 
meshes of a varying mesh width, wherein the mesh layers are arranged such that the 
meshes of the mesh layers vary at least in one of a horizontal direction and a vertical 
direction of the three-dimensional mat system; 

b) infiltrating an aggregate into the three-dimensional mat system; 

c) positioning, in accordance with desired performance properties of the 
concrete member, the aggregate in the three-dimensional mat system according to 
aggregate size at desired locations in a three-dimensional arrangement determined by 
the mesh width of the mesh layers by sieving the aggregate through the meshes of the 
mesh layers. 

12. The method according to claim 11, further comprising the step of selecting 
the mesh layers from the group consisting of expanded metal, knotted metal networks, 
welded metal, and interwoven metal. 

13. The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the mesh layers are arranged 
such that portions of the aggregate are positioned precisely in intermediate spaces 
between the mesh layers and act as a spacer while providing a stiffness control in the 
concrete member based on a variation of an aggregate size and an aggregate weight in 
the intermediate spaces. 

14. The method according to claim 13, wherein, in the step c) ? the dead 
weight of the concrete member is adjusted precisely by selecting the aggregate size 
and a specific gravity of the aggregate positioned in the intermediate spaces. 

15. The method according to claim 11, wherein, in the step a), the mesh 
layers are interconnected. 

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein Interconnecting elements are 
provided for interconnecting the mesh layers or the mesh layers are interconnected by 
interweaving. 
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17. The method according to claim 1 5, further comprising the step of 
adjusting a thickness of the concrete member by performing at least one of: 



varying in the step a) a number of the mesh layers; 
varying in the step a) the interconnecting elements; 
varying in the step a) interweaving of the mesh layers; 
selecting in the step b) a type of the aggregate; and 
selecting in the step b) the aggregate size. 



1 8. The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of 
adjusting a thickness of a steel area within the concrete member defined by the mesh 
layers within a range of 0.5 % to 12 % of a thickness of the concrete member by 
performing at least one of: 



19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the wire diameter is 0.2 mm to 

2 mm. 

20. The method according to claim 1 1 r wherein, in the step a), the mesh width 
is from 3 mm to 50 mm. 

21 . The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein, in the step a), the mesh 
layers consist of different types of materials. 

22. The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein, in the step a), the meshes of 
the mesh layers are shaped differently. 

24. The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein, in the step a), the mesh 
layers consist of different types of materials and the meshes of the mesh layers are 
shaped differently. 

25. The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of 
prestressing the mesh layers in a prestressing bed. 

26. The method according to claim 1 1 , wherein in the step b) the aggregate is 
a concrete slurry. 

27. The method according to claim 1 1 f further comprising the step of selecting 

-9- 

6/6/03: Amd for Ser. No. 09/965,050 - Inventor(s): Stephan Hauser - Filing Date: 9/27/2001 



varying in the step a) a number of the mesh layers; 

selecting in the step a) a wire diameter of the mesh layers; and 

selecting in the step a) the mesh width. 



Received from < 4492022570372 > at 10/17/03 10:56:13 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 





17/10/2803 16:49 



+492022570372 



DRAUDT US PAT AGENT 



14/22 



a material of the mesh layers from the group consisting of metal and plastic. 

28. The method according to claim 1 1 1 wherein, in the step a) r the three- 
dimensional mat system comprises at least three mesh layers, wherein the mesh width 
of a lowermost one of the at least three mesh layers is < 4 mm, the mesh width of a 
centrally arranged one of the at least three mesh layers is 8 mm, and the mesh width of 



29. The method according to claim 1 1 , further comprising the step of 
adjusting a weight of the concrete member for a preselected volume of the concrete 
member by selecting in the step b) the aggregate size and specific gravity of the 
aggregate. 



the uppermost one of the at least three mesh layers is 16 mm. 
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PARAGRAPH TO BE INSERTED ON PAGE 1 AFTER THE HEADING 
"CROSS-REFERENCE AND PRIORITY CLAIM TO RELATED APPLICATIONS" 



This application is a continuation application of international application 
PCT/IB00/01369 filed September 27, 2000, now abandoned, and published in German 
on April 5, 2001 (publication number WO 01/23685), claiming priority of Swiss patent 
application 1788/99 filed September 27, 1999. 
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plaster[1 ,noun] 
plaster[2,verb] 
court plaster 
mustard plaster^ 
plaster cast 
plaster of parts 'j* 



Main Entry: 1 plas-ter 4% 

Pronunciation: 'plas-t&r 
Function: noun 

Etymology: Middle English, from Old English, from Latin 
emplastrutHj from Greek emplastronomer, from emplassein to 
plaster on, from en- + plassein to mold, plaster; perhaps akin to 
Latin planus level, flat — more at FLOOR 
Date: before 12th century 

1 : a medicated or protective dressing that consists of a film (as of 
cloth or plastic: ) spread with a usually medicated substance 
<adhesive plastef>\ broadly : something applied to heal and soothe 

2 : a pasty composition (as of lime, water, and sand) that hardens 
on drying and is used for coating walls, ceilings, and partitions 

- plas-tery *) /-t (&-) rE/ adjective 
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concretefl .adjective] jj2j 
concrete[2,verb] 
concrete[3,nounl 
concrete music i '<.[, 
concrete poetry Tt- 
musigue^pnerete j^J 

Main Entry: 3 coa*crete 4>) 
Pronunciation: 'kan-^rEt, (")k&n-» 
Function: noun 
Date: 1656 

1 : a mass formed by concretion or coalescence of separate 
particles of matter in one body 

2 : a hard strong building material made by mixing a cementing 
material (as portland cement) and a mineral aggregate (as sand and 
gravel) with sufficient water to cause the cement to set and bind 
the entire mass 

3 : a waxy essence of flowers prepared by extraction and 
evaporation and used in perfumery 
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Cement and concrete 

fr°^ t f i wh€the i r reinforced or not, has become the most widely used civil enqlneertno material h 
«c^u«ief Inltlatm the setting reaction between It and the cement, bindinq the u^3a 

±S& feS^?' T"^ L the m i terlal T€moins and workable. A* Hffijc 

SS^^rX^i^l 0 ^ P ™J!^ ^ subsequently It acquires properties sbrtfLrlo 

those of natural jrfpne. The most frequently used cement, espedafly in the UK fe IWrLnd 
cement, although different materials are used In other parts oftfSl^rld Portland 

^^^1^^- * T d ^? r ^ a f £* ture of J 1 ** 1 * 75 wt % limestone, CaCO a . and 25 wt % ctav 
™ S^^^ 0 ?^' !S? ^ a «&m«cant iron oxide and alkali «cide content. TrJae «e 

mixen wim wt % of gypsum and ground again to g ve cement powder with a makn 

^fur^ lOiim. The particle *toe is import - the .rnaSl^e teMs 

c^SJ^ % c S2' ex mb 2 ure mulHcomponent, mineral solid solutions, the^d«S 

&^tSS^ * ^Cffie?^ m ^ 

I^^t?^^T^^ h ^ Ul?n reactlo71s d " rtn 3 ^«tti^ and hardening are also complex and 

kn^V^iT b 05oUt ^ m_Z - *J* tt sh ™ Partially Sfik rbd^SSStt^ 
known as admixtures, are used to control such properties as viscosity teaK. (2 
tempore pore stee and permeabUlty to water. v£»&E*S£ ftiDF^e^te .J^ffS 
adding about 5% of polyvlnyT alcohol, mixing like « dou^ a^rS Th^^Z^^. 
maximum pore size of 15 urn and a tensile str^gth of aboOt MM "m^ material has a 
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Graded aggregate 



Concrete made with graded aggregate 
^^el^/te^^^ 0 / % °i f9«HW) eggregate. eontatrdns thr« parte sand to two 
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